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 Figure 1
European data sovereignty across verified hosting jurisdictions. Node markers indicate countries where GDPR-aligned providers were identified during research for
this present article— Germany (Hyvor Blogs, blitz.cloud, Jimdo, AwardSpace), France (Overblog, DINAO), the Netherlands (Webador, WPinEU), Switzerland
(Infomaniak) and Latvia (Mozello). The central padlocked shield represents the shared compliance objective: keeping personal data within EU or Swiss jurisdiction. The
absence of any transatlantic connector is intentional, illustrating avoidance of third-country transfers.
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Section 1: Executive Summary

Purpose

Learning website building with static HTML is crucial in Europe due to its benefits for national interests while ensuring user security and compliance with GDPR
requirements. By embracing this approach, developers can create websites that are not only visually appealing but also secure, accessible, and respectful of users'
rights. This strategic decision-making process enables businesses to stay ahead of regulatory requirements, build trust with their audience, and establish a strong
online presence in the European market.

This article investigates how to create a free website using open-source or European-built CMS software that complies with GDPR regulations, structured across two
approaches: (1) one-click setup with built-in CMS + hosting, and (2) manual CMS upload to free hosting providers.

Core Findings

Top Recommendations



Conclusion

No free tier delivers all four elements simultaneously: zero-cost + GDPR-perfect + custom-domain + zero-ads. Trade-offs are structurally inevitable in the free
hosting market. For privacy and security concerns, avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Section 2: Outline

1. Introduction & Brief

1.1 Requirement: Free website with open-source/European CMS + GDPR compliance
1.2 Two-part structure: One-click vs manual upload
1.3 Critical constraint: "Free domain name included"

2. Methods

2.1 Initial web searches (10+ platforms)
2.2 Iterative verification rounds in search engines https://www.startpage.com, https://www.qwant.com, https://www.ecosia.org, https://duckduckgo.com,
https://search.brave.com, https://www.wikipedia.org, https://www.britannica.com and https://lumo.proton.me
2.3 Platforms verified: Hyvor, blitz.cloud, Jimdo, Overblog, Webador, Mozello, Framer, Infomaniak, IONOS, Site.EU, OVH Cloud, WriteFreely, DINAO, WPinEU,
AwardSpace, InfinityFree, Umbraco, Kirby, Strapi, Directus, Odoo, ActivityPub plugin, Drupal, TYPO3, Contao
2.4 Conflicting data resolved through multiple sources

3. Section 1 Results — One-Click Setup with Built-in CMS

https://www.startpage.com/
https://www.qwant.com/
https://www.ecosia.org/
https://duckduckgo.com/
https://search.brave.com/
https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://lumo.proton.me/


4. Section 2 Results — Manual Upload to Free Hosting

5. CMS Software Options (Self-Hosted)



6. Website Architecture Education

6.1 What Is a Website?

Domain = Address
Hosting = Land
Website = House
Browser = Visitor

6.2 Three Main Building Methods

6.3 Headless CMS Explained

Traditional CMS: Backend + Frontend tightly coupled (restaurant with fixed menu)
Headless CMS: Backend only, API-delivered to any frontend (food delivery service)

7. CMS Type Landscape

1. Monolithic CMS — WordPress, Drupal, Joomla, TYPO3, Contao, Umbraco
2. Headless CMS — Strapi, Directus, Sanity, Contentful
3. Hybrid/Decentralized — Sanity, Payload CMS, TinaCMS
4. Static Site Generators — Hugo, Jekyll, Gatsby, Next.js
5. Markdown-Focused — WriteFreely, Ghost (can be static)
6. E-commerce CMS — WooCommerce, Shopify, Magento

8. Technology Stack Examples

9. Critical Compliance Warnings

1. Article 28 DPA Gap: Most free consumer tiers don't provide processor agreements
2. Data Sovereignty: Framer/WriteFreely use US infrastructure (Schrems II concerns)
3. Domain Reality: No true top-level domains free; only subdomains or paid bundles
4. Resource Limits: Free tiers throttle performance and have caps



10. Decision Matrix

11. Final Recommendations

Key Takeaways

1. "Free domain included" is impossible on genuinely free tiers — subdomains only or paid bundles
2. No single platform satisfies all requirements — trade-offs are mandatory
3. Hyvor Blogs is the strongest Section 1 match (no ads, no tracking, DPA, Germany-only)
4. WPinEU is the strongest Section 2 match (cPanel, no ads, Dutch datacenter)
5. Article 28 DPA is missing from most free tiers — paid plans needed for compliance
6. European infrastructure is achievable without US data centres
7. Technology choice depends on use case — static for speed, CMS for ease, headless for multi-channel
8. Avoid - For privacy and security concerns, avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Future Directions

1. Test Kirby compatibility with InfinityFree's disabled PHP functions
2. Provide step-by-step setup guides for recommended stacks, such as html static website on free hosting site, and CMS websites Wordpress, Jimdo, Webador,

Hyvor, Kirby, Drupal and Writefreely). For privacy and security concerns, Wix, a web development software from Israel will be avoided.
3. Evaluate specific use-case migrations (WordPress to static, traditional to headless)



Section 3: Introduction
The Importance of Learning Website Building with Static HTML and GDPR-Compliant Platforms

In today's digital landscape, the rise of e-commerce platforms has created an unprecedented demand for websites that cater to diverse user needs. However, this
growth also brings significant concerns regarding data protection, security, and compliance with European regulations such as General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR). One approach to addressing these challenges is by leveraging static HTML-based website building frameworks like WordPress in Europe.

Why Learn Static HTML?

Static HTML provides a lightweight and flexible foundation for web development that can be easily adapted to various content types. Unlike dynamic CMS platforms,
which often rely on complex codebases and proprietary technologies, static HTML allows developers to focus on writing clean, maintainable code without the need
for extensive coding knowledge or frequent updates.

Why Learn Content Management System (CMS) Technology?

Content Management Systems are a popular choice among website builders due to their ease of use and flexibility. However, many CMS platforms often lack strict
adherence to data protection regulations like GDPR. By learning content management systems that prioritize user security and compliance with these regulations,
developers can ensure the long-term sustainability of their websites.

Why Learn Static HTML?

Static HTML is particularly important in Europe because it offers several benefits:

1. Security: With static HTML-based frameworks, website builders can minimize the risk of non-compliance with GDPR requirements.
2. Scalability: As user traffic increases, a well-built static site on WordPress or similar platforms can scale more efficiently and maintain performance without

requiring frequent updates.
3. Accessibility: Static HTML provides an optimal structure for accessibility features like alt text, closed captions, and keyboard navigation.

Why Learn GDPR-Compliant Platforms?

GDPR-compliant websites are not only a requirement but also essential to preserve national interests in Europe:

1. Data protection: By prioritizing user data security, developers can ensure that sensitive information is handled transparently and securely.
2. Regulatory compliance: Adhering to GDPR regulations helps businesses build trust with their audience and maintain a positive reputation for responsible

online practices.

Preserving National Interest

By using static HTML-based frameworks like WordPress in Europe, developers can:

1. Cater to local market needs: Many popular plugins and themes cater specifically to the EU market, offering localized content options.
2. Support tax reporting features: Some platforms provide accurate financial data collection and reporting according to local regulations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, learning website building with static HTML is crucial in Europe due to its benefits for national interests while ensuring user security and compliance
with GDPR requirements. By embracing this approach, developers can create websites that are not only visually appealing but also secure, accessible, and respectful
of users' rights. This strategic decision-making process enables businesses to stay ahead of regulatory requirements, build trust with their audience, and establish a
strong online presence in the European market. For privacy and security concerns, avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Section 4: Understanding Websites and Website Building Methods

1. What Is a Website?

Simple Analogy 🏠

Think of a website as a house on the internet:



Technical definition: A website is a collection of interconnected web pages stored on servers, accessible via the internet through browsers, identified by a domain
name.

2. Different Ways of Building a Website

Three Main Approaches

Visual Comparison Table

3. Static HTML vs CMS vs Other Methods

Detailed Decision Tree



Side-by-Side Comparison



When to Use Each Method



4. What Is a Headless CMS?

The Concept Explained

Traditional CMS (Coupled): Like a restaurant with fixed menu

Headless CMS (Decoupled): Like a food delivery service

Headless CMS vs WordPress — Detailed Comparison





Key Differences Summary

5. Other CMS Types

Complete CMS Landscape



CMS Type Decision Matrix



6. Quick Reference: Complete Technology Stack Examples

Example Stack 1: Simple Personal Blog (Budget-Conscious)

Example Stack 2: Professional Business Site (Low Cost)



Example Stack 3: Multi-Channel Startup

Example Stack 4: Ultra-Fast Static Site



Summary Cheat Sheet

Final Recommendation

Given focus on free, European, GDPR-compliant:

1. Section 1 (One-click):Hyvor Blogs — no ads, no tracking, Germany-only, DPA included
2. Section 2 (Manual upload):WPinEU — Dutch hosting, no ads on site, cPanel, €0/month

Trade-off: No custom domain ( , ) for free on any platform. Accept subdomains or pay €5-15/year for a domain registration. Avoid For privacy and
security concerns, avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Section 5: Create Free Website with Open-Source or European CMS —
GDPR-Compliant Options

Key finding about free options



Search for "free domain name included" on the free tier, across every platform researched, shows no provider gives a true top-level domain ( , ,
) free on a genuinely free plan. What exists instead:

Provider subdomains — , , 
First-year domain bundled with paid hosting — Webador Lite, Infomaniak Lite, IONOS, Mozello
Selected-TLD registrations — Mozello advertises free domain registration across many extensions, but this attaches to paid plans
Honorable Mentions - If you can pay a little, Site.EU (Neatherlands, EU) and OVH Cloud (France, EU) are recommended for beginners and moderately
experienced users, respectively. These deliver materially better compliance posture than any free tier — which is the structural trade-off at the heart of privacy
and security requirement.

Section 5A — One-Click Setup with Built-in CMS and Free Hosting (Best for Beginners)





Section 5B — What the free tiers actually costs to user in terms of data collection from

site visitors? Recommendation: At least use GDPR compliant services which protects

by regulation user and vistor data handling.

Three distinct monetisation models emerged:

1. Advertising injected into user's site. Jimdo and Overblog place their own banners in your footer. Overblog goes further with a consent-or-pay wall: visitors either
accept personalised-tracking cookies or pay roughly €2/month. Infomaniak and Webador likewise put provider advertising on free-tier sites.

2. Branding only. Framer adds a "Made in Framer" badge but no ad network. Less intrusive, though the free tier still routes through US infrastructure.

3. Genuinely clean. Hyvor Blogs, blitz.cloud and WriteFreely insert nothing. Hyvor Blogs is the strongest case — no ads, no third-party trackers, Germany-only
servers, DPA available to every customer regardless of plan.

On data collection, the pattern splits by jurisdiction. EU-based providers (Jimdo, Webador, Mozello, Infomaniak, Hyvor, blitz.cloud) process under GDPR with
European data residency, though several still run Google Analytics or partner ad-targeting. Framer and WriteFreely are US-operated — Framer's own analytics are
unusually privacy-preserving, but the infrastructure sits outside EU jurisdiction. Honorable Mentions: If you can pay a little, Site.EU (Neatherlands, EU) and OVH
Cloud (France, EU) are recommended for beginners and moderately experienced users, respectively. These deliver materially better compliance posture than any free
tier — which is the structural trade-off at the heart of privacy and security requirement.

Section 6A — Manual CMS Upload to a Free Hosting Provider (Best for users with some

experience in website building)

Part A1 — Free hosting providers (host is where user uploads website management software e.g. Wordpress, when they are not

using simple website files e.g. html. Note if user is using simple static website then only html files are uploaded in host.)



Part A2 — The CMS software (user uploads website management software e.g. Wordpress, when they are not using simple

website files e.g. html)



Section 6B — What the free tiers actually costs to user in terms of data collection from

site visitors? Recommendation: At least use GDPR compliant services which protects

by regulation user and vistor data handling.

Free hosting monetises differently from free builders. Rather than injecting banners, most providers rely on resource throttling, upsell pressure, and advertising
on their own control panel — InfinityFree is explicit about this: "We earn enough from ads on our main site and control panel to cover the costs of free hosting."

The data collection picture is more concerning here. AwardSpace's privacy policy is unusually candid about its scope: IP addresses, browser type and plug-ins, screen
resolution, ISP, referring and exit pages, operating system, timestamps, clickstream data, landing page and referring URL — collected via cookies and log files, with
tracking possibly extending across different websites and services. InfinityFree collects names, emails, IPs and online identifiers, and passes information to iFastNet.

The critical compliance gap: most consumer free tiers sit outside Article 28 GDPR processor agreements. No DPA was found for InfinityFree or freehostingeu. If
your site collects any personal data — contact forms, newsletters, member accounts — you are acting as data controller without a processor contract. Infomaniak, by
contrast, explicitly positions itself as a data processor, which is precisely the relationship free hosts omit. Honorable Mentions: If you can pay a little, Site.EU
(Neatherlands, EU) and OVH Cloud (France, EU) are recommended for beginners and moderately experienced users, respectively. These deliver materially better
compliance posture than any free tier — which is the structural trade-off at the heart of privacy and security requirement. Avoid For privacy and security concerns,
avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Section 6: Conclusion: How do requirements match findings?



Closest honest matches

Section 1 (one-click, built-in CMS):Hyvor Blogs — no ads, no third-party trackers, Germany-only servers, DPA available to all customers, one-click data export.
Runner-up: blitz.cloud (Germany, DPA as PDF, no reported ads).

Section 2 (manual upload to free hosting):WPinEU — genuine cPanel, explicitly no ads on your site, Dutch datacenter, 1 GB NVMe with daily backups. Runner-up:
AwardSpace — 100% ad-free, German company, but a broader data-collection footprint.

If you can pay a little:Infomaniak (Swiss, own datacentres, GDPR + FADP, self-hosted Matomo, acts as data processor, explicit Cloud Act independence) or IONOS
($1–6/month first year, German company, ad-free, GDPR tooling) deliver materially better compliance posture than any free tier — which is the structural trade-off at
the heart of privacy and security requirement.

If you can pay a little:Site.EU (Neatherlands, EU) and OVH Cloud (France, EU) are recommended for beginners and moderately experienced users, respectively.
These deliver materially better compliance posture than any free tier — which is the structural trade-off at the heart of privacy and security requirement.

Avoid For privacy and security concerns, avoid Wix, a web development software from Israel.

Remaining uncertainties

Webador's  free-domain claim was checked and contradicted — the free plan states "No domain name." Kirby's InfinityFree compatibility remains untested
against that host's disabled PHP functions.

Section 7: Future Directions

1. Test Kirby compatibility with InfinityFree's disabled PHP functions
2. Provide step-by-step setup guides for recommended stacks, such as html static website on free hosting site, and CMS websites Wordpress, Jimdo, Webador,

Hyvor, Kirby, Drupal and Writefreely). For privacy and security concerns, Wix, a web development software from Israel, will be avoided.
3. Evaluate specific use-case migrations (WordPress to static, traditional to headless)
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